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Antigen Testing for COVID-19

Results must be reported to GCHD immediately.
ACTIONS

Please ensure that your facilities are reporting all COVID antigen results to GCHD immediately. FAX the case
reports to 509-764-2813. Reporting form is attached.

BACKGROUND

Currently, antigen test results are not reported in our statewide testing data system, therefore GCHD depends
on timely reporting from testing sites. All antigen positive cases are fully investigated, and contact traced by
GCHD. Unfortunately, our investigation team is seeing a downward trend in timely test results being reported
to GCHD.

Washington State (WAC 246-101) requires laboratories to report all COVID-19 results (including positive,
negative, inconclusive; and other results based on State Health Officer Letters) to the local public health
jurisdiction (GCHD) of the patient's residence. This has now been updated by the Washington State Board of
Health’s emergency rule, WAC 246-101-017 (PDF). The emergency rule requires additional data elements that
must be reported, including complete demographic data aligned with new federal requirements from the U.S.
Department of Health & Human Services.

The Department of Health does not include antigen tests in its statewide case count. But they do produce a
weekly report of positive antigen test results on the DOH COVID-19 Data Dashboard under “Reports”. Currently,
positive antigen cases are a small percentage of all cases statewide.

GCHD reports positive antigen cases on our web site and they are included in the incident rates.
CONSULTATION

Maria Vargas, Community Public Health Manager 509-766-7960 ext. 19 or mvargas@granthealth.org
Laina Mitchell, Communicable Disease Coordinator 509-766-7960 ext.30 or Imitchell@granthealth.org

HHH

Phone: 509-766-7960 ® FAX: 509-766-6519 ® granthealth.org

Public Health

Prevent. Promote. Protect.


https://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-101
https://www.doh.wa.gov/ForPublicHealthandHealthcareProviders/ClinicalLaboratoryReporting/ReportingCommunicationsArchive
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/EmergencyRuleReportingCOVIDTesting.pdf
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/EmergencyRuleReportingCOVIDTesting.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/lab/reporting-lab-data.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/lab/reporting-lab-data.html
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