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BOARD OF HEALTH 
December 9, 2015 
7:00 PM 
 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Mr. Massa with the following members and staff present. 
 

MEMBERS 
 
Mark Wanke – Ephrata       Carolann Swartz – Commissioner  
Carol Nordine – Electric City      Cindy Carter – Commissioner 
Tony Massa – Warden      Dr. David Curnel – Moses Lake 
John Glassco – Soap Lake       
 
 

STAFF 
 

Dr. Alex Brzezny – Health Officer     Pattie Anderson – Admin. Services Mgr.  
Todd Phillips - E.H. Mgr.     Theresa Adkinson – Administrator 
Katherine Kenison - HD Attorney 
     

ABSENT 
      
Richard Stevens – Commissioner    Tom Harris – Quincy 
   
          

       GUESTS 
 

Ryan Brimacombe – GCHD 
 
 
ADOPTION OF AGENDA – An Executive Session will be added to the agenda.  A motion was made to adopt 
the amended agenda (M/S Wanke/Curnel - unanimous). 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES - The minutes of November 16, 2015 were approved as written (M/S Curnel/Wanke - 
unanimous).   
 
 
VOUCHERS - The vouchers for the period ending December 8, 2015 totaling $95,031.63(#1- #3 totaling 
$60,510.66 and #4 - #33 totaling $34,520.97) were approved (M/S Swartz/Curnel – unanimous). 
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PUBLIC FORUM FOR CITIZEN’S COMMENTS AND APPLICATIONS – None 
 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH REPORT – Mr. Phillips 
 
Ordinance 15-2 (Food Ordinance) – A list of the changes to the food ordinance was again provided to the 
Board.  The public hearing was opened and with no comments the public hearing was closed.  A motion was 
made to approve Ordinance 15-2 (Food Ordinance) (M/S – Wanke/Curnel – unanimous). 
 
Food Grant – The Health District applied for and received three separate food grants.  One was for $3,000 
that allows Mr. Phillips to audit the food program to see if we meet the food standards, which we didn’t 
meet any of them three years ago.  The second grant was also for $3,000 for food program training which 
included out of state travel.    The third grant was for $20,000 for software to allow us to do electronic food 
inspections.  The inspections will have the ability to be uploaded to the website and make the information 
more readily available.  We will also be able to purchase hardware also, such as tablets.   
 
Dr. Curnel inquired about one of the food inspections that had 100 points.  Todd explained what the process 
will now be with the new food ordinance which includes an automatic re-inspection.  He also explained what 
the violations were which included 2 items which were 25 points each.  These items, like other red items, also 
needed to be corrected during the inspection.   
 
Other Updates – None 
 
 
COMMUNITY PUBLIC HEALTH REPORT – Mrs. Adkinson 
 
Youth Marijuana Prevention Regional Grant – DOH has accepted the Health District’s letter of intent to 
apply for the regional youth marijuana prevention grant.  The full application is due on December 23.  The 
award will be $188,000 per year being from April – June 2016.  The first year will be primarily staff time 
putting together a regional assessment and plan.   We are the smallest region with the smallest allocation.  A 
coalition will be formed with Public Health, Educational School Districts and local prevention coalitions.  As 
the lead agency we are required to maintain one full time employee in the program split among no more 
than three of our staff.  The region includes four counties, Grant, Chelan, Douglas and Okanogan.   
 
Statewide Immunization Workgroup – With cutbacks happening every year it is becoming more difficult for 
Local Health Jurisdictions to perform the work required in the immunization grant.  Currently the Health 
District receives $25,000 and the expenditures are $70,000.  Other LHJ’s are starting to turn back the funding  
since the costs far exceed the revenues.  Consequently WSALPHO, DOH and LHJ’s will be forming a 
workgroup to develop solutions which may include the state performing some of the current duties of LHJ’s 
or making a proposal to CDC on significant program changes.  The Health District will be accepting the 
funding for next year but will be monitoring the program spending.   
 
Quincy and Moses Lake School District WA PREP Grant – The Health District has previously received funding 
from this sexual health grant and worked with the Juvenile Department and Sage Hills High School in 
Ephrata.  This time the Health District will be working with two successful grant applicants, Quincy and  
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Moses Lake School Districts.  We will bring evidence based curriculum which will change health outcomes 
and behaviors.  The school districts choose the curriculums to be used that are tailored to specific age 
groups.  Parents will be given the option to opt out their child if they wish.   
 
Other Updates – None 
 
 
ASSESSMENT REPORT – None 
 
 
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT – Mrs. Adkinson 
 
2015 Budget Update – Ryan Brimacombe, Health District Accountant, summarized the 2015 budget which 
indicates that we will be in the black by approximately $69,000.   
 
Ordinance 15-3 (2016 Budget) – Mr. Brimacombe went over the few changes that have occurred since 
November’s meeting.  Mrs. Adkinson provided some additional information.  The public hearing was opened 
and with no comments, the public hearing was closed.  A motion was made to approve Ordinance 15-3 (2016 
Budget) (M/S Curnel/Wanke – unanimous).   
 
Web Site Redesign – The Board was provided a copy of the home page and an inside page of the redesigned 
website.  The information will be in more than one area of the website providing easier access to the public.  
We are hoping for implementation early next year. 
 
Commissioner Swartz shared information about the Target Zero board that she serves on.  She asked Mrs. 
Adkinson if the Health District was involved in any way.  She was informed that we are involved at the local 
level through the Columbia Basin Safety Task Force.   
 
Grant County Health District Recognition of Community Partners – Mrs. Adkinson presented two 
certificates of appreciation for approval.  One is for Erika Simmons for her dedication to Safe Kids Grant 
County and childhood injury prevention work in Grant County and Washington State.  The second one is to 
Joe Rogers who has recently passed away.  He was remembered for his contribution to the Moses Lake 
Trails Planning Team, other work in Healthy Communities and participated in the safe routes to school, just 
to name a few.  A motion was made to approve the two recognition awards (M/S Swartz/Curnel – 
unanimous). 
 
 
HEALTH OFFICERS REPORT – Dr. Brzezny 
 
Salmonella – There has been a recent outbreak of Salmonella that occurred at a school district holiday 
luncheon.  The Health District was able to identify ten individuals with four confirmed cases and six probable 
cases.  One of the cases was a child and the others were adults.  The cause of the outbreak was likely turkey 
that was probably undercooked or possible cross contamination.  The turkeys were prepared by one person 
at a private home.  Salmonella continues to occur nationally.   
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Seasonal Influenza – There has been minimal activity.  Dr. Brzezny received a report of Influenza B today.  
The predominant strain is A & B which is included in the vaccine.  No pediatric deaths have occurred.   
 
Syphilis – The number of cases reported this year have already surpassed last years numbers.    The numbers 
nationwide have also increased.   
 
Gonorrhea cases are higher than last year, but Pertussis has decreased from last year.   
 
Other Updates – The Curry Center TB Conference was a success.  There were approximatley 45 – 50 people 
in attendance.  The meeting focused on the infection rather than the disease itself.   
 
A moment of silence was observed today in remembrance of our California Environmental Public Health 
colleagues.       
 
 
OTHER BUSINESS – None 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION - The meeting adjourned at 7:55 to executive session according to RCW 42.30.110 
to last 5 minutes regarding potention litigation with no action to be taken.  The public meeting re-opened 
at 8:00 p.m.   
 
 

ADJOURNMENT - A motion was made to adjourn the meeting at 8:01 p.m. (M/S Wanke/Curnel – 
unanimous). 
 
 
 
 
     ________________________________________________ 
     Tony Massa, Chairman Board of Health 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
 
__________________________________________ 
Pattie Anderson, Administrative Services Manager 
Clerk of the Board 
 
 


